THE FEW WHO SAVED THE MANY
One was Squadron Leader McKellar to whom fur-
ther reference is made below. Another is Sergeant
R. F. Hamlyn, who performed the feat on August
24, He has himself told the story.
He with his Spitfire squadron was in the air that
day just after five o'clock; nothing happened, it
seems, in the first sortie, but in the next, shortly be-
fore half-past eight, three or four waves of Junkers 88
bombers were sighted and attacked before their
escort of fighters could intervene. Hamlyn selected
the end bomber of one formation and shot it down
into the sea with a two-seconds burst. He then
throttled back, in order to avoid the cross-fire of the
other bombers, and was at once attacked by a
Messerschmitt 109, which overshot him and in doing
so presented *a beautiful target*. Hamlyn gave it
(again) a two-seconds burst, and it was sent, smok-
ing, into the sea. His squadron then went home to
breakfast.
cAs a matter of fact*, said Hamlyn, CI didn't get
any breakfast at all. I only had time for a hot drink
before we were ordered to stand by again, and by
half-past eleven that morning we were patrolling the
south-east coast/ There a dog-fight ensued with
half-a-dozen Messerschmitt log's, which the Spit-
fires chased across the Channel. Hamlyn followed
one across the French coast and after giving it a
three-seconds burst saw it crash into a field in
France. So far, he had not received a scratch any-
where on his machine.
The next sortie came at four o'clock in the after-
noon. The pilots were flying toward the Thames
73